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But I would not have you to be igno- 
rant, brethren, concerning then 
which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow 
not, even as others which have no 
hope. 

For if we believe that Feſus died, and 
roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 


fleep in Feſus, will God bring with 
him. 


NEED not tell you what is the oc- 
cation of my reading theſe words to 
you at this time. This is done not ſo 
much on your account as on my on. 
You muſt permit me, this afternvon, to 
preach rather to my ſelf and family than to 
you; though I hope what may be delivered 
may be of ſome ſervice among you alſo, 
The Apoſtle in this chapter exhorts the 
Theſſalontans to a diligent diſcharge of ſeve- 
ral duties of religion, which became their 
character and profeſſion; whereby they 
A 2 would 
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4 ASFRMON occaſioned by the 


would be ſerviceable to one another, pleaſe 
God, and adorn the doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus. 
He fignifies, that they needed not to be 
wrote unto concerning ôrotherly love, be- 
cauſe they were taught of God to love one 
another; but it ſeems, it was neceſlary, 
that they ſhould' be put in mind of ſome 
principal doctrines of Chriſtianicy; ſuch as 
concern the ſtare of the pious dead; the re- 
ſurrection of the juſt; the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt ; and the everlaſting glory and hap- 
pineſs of the ſaints with him; in order to 
alleviate their grief, mitigate their ſorrow, 
and ſupport their ſpirits, under the loſs of 
their dear friends, or near relations. Ir is 
not to be ſuppoſed, that they were entirely 
ignorant of theſe truths; but they were 
much out of ſight, were not taken notice 
of and improved by them as they ſhould 
have been on ſuch an occaſion. So hard a 
thing is it for us to keep the doctrines of 
the Goſpel always in view; and harder ſtill 
to make uſe of them, and live up to them, 
when we moit want them. What can have 
a greater tendency to moderate our trouble, 
which naturally ariſes from the departure of 
our deareſt friends, than to conſider, that 
they are laid down to reſt for a while; thar 
they are aſleep, and aſleep in the arms of 
Jeſus ; that they'll awake in the morning of 
the reſurrection freſh and chearful; that 
Chriſt will bring them with him at his oo 
TEE of con 
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cond coming, when we ſhall meer toge- 
ther again, and never part more, but 
ſhall be for ever with the Lord? With ſuch 
words or doctrines as theſe, the Apoſtle 
would have the perſons he writes to, com- 
fort one another under their preſent ſorrow- 
ful circumſtances. With this view he de- 


livers what he does in the words be fore s, » 


and in ſome following ver/esz and ig ler 
to purſue the ſame ne "= us attend ©, 


I. The repreſentarign the "Apa gives 


of the ſtate and condition the pious 
dead, that they e eep; and ale 
in Jeſus. 

II. The knowledge that living faines 
may have, and the notice they ſhould 
rake, of this their ſtate and conditi- 
on; I would not have you- to be y_ 
rant, &c. 

III. The nature, rule and e of 
that ſorrow, which is to be exprefied 
on the account of departed faints,* that 
ye ſorrow not even as others which bave 
no hope. — ak: 

IV. The comfortable aſſuranet believers 
may, and ſhould have, of the reſurre- 
ction of the juſt, from the death and 
reſurrection of Chriſt, which may ſer ve 
as a proper allay of their grief and ſor- 
row; for af we believe, &c. 
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7 6 AStrMON cccaſianed by the 


I. It is Worth our while to conſider, and 
in- our meditations-a lictle to dwell upon the 
repreſentation here given, of the ſtate and 
conditiog of the pious dead; of thoſe that 
1. That they are /eep. It was in com- 
mon uſe among the eaſtern nations, part icu- 

_Jagly. che Hebrews, Chaldeans, and Syrians, 
© Wheagbey ſpoke of their dead, to ſay, they 
were aeg. We have many inſtances of 
this way eig both in the Old and 
New Teams frequently we read of ſuch 
an one; bs Davide Solomon, &c. that he 
flept with his nd was buried ; that 
is, he died as they did, and was interr'd 
among them, This phraſe is indeed ſome- 
times promiſcuouſly uſed of good and bad; 
as, when it is faid'®, And many of them that 
ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, ſome 
to everlaſtins life, and ſome to ſhame and 
everlaſting. contempt ; but moſt commonly 
* ic is applied to good men; Our friend La- 
133 zarus, ſays Chriſte, ee peth, but J go, that 
I may awake bim out of ſleep; that is, he is 
dead, and I go to raiſe him from the dead: 
So Chriſt is ſaidꝰ to be the firſt fruits of them 
that ſlept, not of all mankind, but of them 
to whom he is an head, who are members 

of bis body, and die in him. 


* 1 Kings il. 10, and xi. 43. *© John xi. 11. 
> Dan. Xii. 2, 4 1 Cor. xv. 20. 


Now, 
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Now, when the dead are faid to be afteep, 
this' is not to be underſtood of their ſouls, 
but of their bodies only. Some have given 
into this ſtupid and uncomfortable notion, 
that when the body dies, the foul falls into a 
deep fleep, and continues in a ſtate of in- 
ſenſibility and inactivity until the reſurrecti. 
on; but the ſoul being immatermbis inc . 
ble of ſleep, that only bee e dees 
and it is eaſy to obſerF7em mf e bo- 
dy is aſleep the ſouf is awake appears 
from dreams and viſions of any nt; and 
when the body lies a it were Gerd, as in 
extaſies and raptures, the ſoul is active; yea, 
the ſoul being freed from the body muſt be 
more active in ſpiritual ſervices, than when 
in it, that being often an hindrance to it in 
the preſent ſtate of things. Betides, when. 
it is ſeparate from the body it is molt like to 
the angels, who reſt not day and night, ſay- 
ing, boly, holy, boly, Lord God gimigbty. 
Add to this, that if the fouls ofDelievers 
after death were to remain in a ſtate of in- 
ſenſibility and inactivity, the caſe of depart- 
ed ſaints would be much worſe than that of 
the living; nor would the Apoſtle Paul 
have been in @ ftrait between two, baving a 
defire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, Bad 
he known he muſt have remained in ſuch a 
ſtate; for it would have been better for him, 
and for the churches of Chriſt, to have con- 
tinued on earth till the reſurrection, * 
or 
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8 ASERMON occafioned by the 
for his ſoul to be fleeping, ſenſeleſs, and un- 
active: No, the ſouls of believers, as ſoon 
as ſeparated from their bodies, enter into 
paradiſe, return to God, are with Chriſt in 
a ſtate of happineſs and joy, and are em- 
loyed in praiſing the Lord, and nns the 
mb's new ſong. Were thoſe paſſages of 
ture which ſpeak of the ſaints ſleeping 
eerſtood of their fouls, 


they hai more than what is con- 


tende e bat their ſouls die, 
ſince by Weep in g places is meant no 
other tha esch, theſe are to be un- 
derſtood of their bodies, which only are ca- 
pable of it ©, | 
Death is ſignified by ſleeping, becauſe 
there is a great reſemblance between them. 
Sleep is a lively repreſentation of death; an 
Heathen could take notice of this, and ſay *, 
O ! fooliſh man, what is ſleep but the image 
of cold dggth? As in ſleep, ſo in death, 
there's nexerciſe of the ſenſes; one faſt 
aſleep can neither ſee nor hear, nor feel, Sc. 
Death alſo cloſes the eyes, ſtops the cars, 
deprives the body of feeling, and is an en- 
tire ceſſation of the ſenſes, and all the ope- 
rat ions that depend upon them. Hence the 
wile man gives this advice to ſuch as are in 


* See theſe *r nau more largely inſiſted on, and impro- 
d in my ſecond ſermon on the reſurrection, publiſhed in the 


ve · Street ſermons, Vol. II. 1 Se. 
idae niſi mortis imago ? Ovid. 
life 


i Stulte, quid eſt ſomnus ge 
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life and health ®, hal ſoe ver thy hand find- 
eth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſ- 
dom in the grave, whither thou goeſt. In 
both, perſons are at reſt; ſleep is taken in 
order for reſt, and reſt is often taken in 
ſleep. The grave is alſo a reſting place for 
the ſaints"; There the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, there the weary are at reſt ; that 
is, from the troublings of the wicked, whe- 
ther wicked men or devils, or a wicked 
heart: They hear no more the cry of vio- 
lence, nor feel any more the hand of the 
oppreſſor; wherefore Solomon ſays, I prai- 
ſed the dead, or, as the Chaldee paraphraſt 
renders the phraſe, I praiſed thoſe that lie 
down to fleep ', which are already dead, more 
than the living which are yet alive. Death 
cures them at once of all the diſtempers and 
diſeaſes of their bodies, and ſets them free 
from all their pains and agonies: They thac 
die in the Lord, or ſleep in Jefus, reſt from 
their labours and fatigues both of body and 
mind, and their works do follow them. More- 
over, ſuch as are aſleep, they don't ſleep al- 
ways, they awake again out of ſleep : So 
they that ſſeep in the duſt of earth ſhall awake. 
Particularly, thoſe that ſleep in Jeſus, when 
he ſhall call unto them, they ſhall hear 


t Eccl. ix. 10. > Job iii. 17 
NY Eccl. iv. 2. | 
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10 A SERMON occaſroned by the 

his voice, ſaying, Awake and fing ye that 
dwell in the duſt; they ſhall then riſe imme- 
diately with the utmoſt pleaſure, in perfe& 
conformity to the image of Chriſt ; which 
will be their great ſatisfaction, as the 
Fſalmiſt ſays, As for me I will behold thy 


Face in righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied when 
T1 awake with thy likeneſs *, Again, as the 
Sleep of a labouring man is ſiveet ts him, ic 


refreſhes nature, revives his ſpirits, and re- 


ſtores his ſtrength ; he lies down in the 


evening fatigued and weary, he riſes in the 
morning briſk and chearful, and fit for bo- 
fineſs: So the faints at rhe reſurrection will 


awake out of their ſleep to great advantage; 


the body, which is /own in corruption, will 
be raiſed in incorruption; which is ſown in 
diſhonour, will be raiſed in glory; which is 


ſown in weakneſs, will be raiſed in power; 


and, which is /own @ natural body, will be 
raiſed a ſpiritual one, and fo fit for ſpiritual 
employment and ſervice. Add to all this, 
that both fleep and death are common ta all 
men. Sleep is neceſſary for man, what he 
can't do without, and is a bleſſing of nature 
that all more or leſs enjoy. Death is be- 
come neceſlary for all; the grave is the 
houſe appointed for all living. It is the de- 
cree of heaven, that man ſhould once die, 


or paſs under a change that is equivalent to 
TY : 


* Pſalm xvii. 15. 


death; 
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death; for though we ſhall not all fleep, that 
is, die, yet we ball all be changed: And 
though death is the wages of fin, and ſo is a 
curſe of the law entailed upon mankind, 
yet to them that die in the Lord it is a bleſ- 
ſing; the curſe is removed from their death, 
the ſting is taken out of it by Chriſt; /o he 
gi ves his beloved ſleep in a different manner 
from the reſt of men. For, 


2. The pious dead are not only aſleep, 


but a/leep in Feſus. Some join the phrafe 
in or by Feſus with the word bring, and read 
the ſentence thus, them that fleep, by Feſus 
will God bring with bim; intimating, that 
God will raiſe up the dead bodies of the 
ſaints by Chtiſt, as God-Man and Mediator; 
for ſince by man came death, by man came al- 
ſo the reſurrection of the dead; and that 
through him he will bring them to eternal 
glory, and fave them by him the Lord, 
their God alone; by whom he reſolved, de- 
termined, and appointed from all eternity, 
to fave them. Others read the words u, 
Them that ſleep for or through Feſus ; that is, 
who die for the fake of Chriſt, and ſo re- 
ſtrain them to the martyrs of Jus; who, 


they ſuppoſe, only will have part in the 


firſt reſurrection, and are tbe dead in Chri/t 
that hall riſe firſt, and whom God will 


| Graec. Schol. in Zanch. in loc. 
Aretius, Hammond, &c. in loc. 


B 2 bring 
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bring along with Jeſus at his ſecond coming: 
But it ſhould be obſerved, that the Apoſtle 
in this Epiſtle“ ſpeaks of the coming of our 
Lord Fejus Chriſt with all his ſaints ; they 
ſhall all come with him, not only the mar- 
tyrs, but all the reſt; wherefore I think the 
words are beſt rendered as they are by our 
tranſlators, Them that fleep in Feſus ; and is 
the Apoſtle's language elſewhere *, Then 
they alſo which are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are 


periſhed, and to be underſtood of all that 


dic in the Lord, that is, intereſted in him ; 
for we are not to limic ſuch expreſſions to 
thoſe who die in faith, in the lively exerciſe 
of faith on Chriſt, Many indeed have died 
in this comfortable manner, which has 
made their death eaſy to themſelves, and 
delightful to their friends. So David died, 
as his laſt words teſtify”; Although my houſe 
be not ſo with God, yet be bath made with me 
an everlaſiing covenant, ordered in all things 
and ſure, So good old Simeon died in the 
arms of Jeſus; I was juſt ready to ſay, with 
Jeſus in his arms, expreſſing himſelf thus“; 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace according to thy word, for mine eyes 
have ſeen thy ſalvation. Thus died the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who, as he could 
fay in life ”, I know whom 1 have believed, 
Chap. iii. 13. 


© 1 Cor. xv. 18. 
2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 


4 Luke ii. 29, 30. 
0 8 Ti. L 13. 


and 
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and I am perſuaded, that be is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him againſt 
that day; ſo when the time of his departure 
was at hand, with the greateſt chearfulneſs, 
and with full aſſurance of faith declared, 
ſaying *, I have fourht a good fight, I have 
finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me 4 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 


righteous judge ſhall give to me at that day. 


But this is not always the caſe of God's 
people ; ſome of them are in the dark in 
their laſt moments, and go from hence un- 
der a cloud, and yet go ſafe, and may be 
ſaid to die or fleep in Jeſus, intereſted in 
him, and in union with him, which this 
phraſe in Jeſus is expreſſive of. 

Union to Chriſt may be conſidered either 
as ſecret or open. God's elect had a ſecret 
union to Chriſt from all eternity, for they 
were choſen in him before the foundation of 
the world; and were as early bleſſed in him 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings; grace was given 
fo them in him before the world began; and 
on account of this union were preſerved in 
him in time, notwithſtanding the fall of 
Adam ; were repreſented in him, and by 
him, when he was crucified and ſlain, 
when he was buried in the grave and roſe 
again; hence they are ſaid to be raiſed up 


* 23 Tim. iv. 7. $. 
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together, and made to fit togetber in beavenly 
places in Chriſt Feſus *, Now this ſecret 
union to Chriſt becomes open and manifeſt 
in converſion; I knew @ man in Chriſt, ſays 
the Apoſtle”, above fourteen years ago, 
meaning himſelf, who was converted ſo 
many years before the time of his then wri- 
ting. In this ſenſe are we to underſtand 
thoſe words of the fame Apoitle, where be 
ſays », that Andronicus and Funia were in 
Chriſt before hi; which cannot be ſaid of 
their election in Chriſt, and federal relation 
to him, which commenced together. With 
reſpect to theſe 1 one perſon cannot 
be ſaid to be in Chriſt before another; but 
one man may be converted before another, 
and ſo appear to be in Chriſt before the 
other does, which is what the Apoſtle 
means. Now this union is not diſſolved by 
death; ſuch as are once in Chriſt, are always 
ſo; they that are in him while living, are in 
him when they die; and will be found in 
him in the reſurrection morn, and day of 
judgment. Thoſe whom Chriſt betroths to 
himſelf, rakes into a near conjugal union 
and relation to himſelf, he betroths for ever, 
Love is the bond of this union, and there is 
nothing either in life or death that can un- 
looſe it. Who ſball ſeparate us from the love 


t Epheſ. li. 6. Rom. xvi. 7. 
v Cor. Mi. 2. 


of 
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of Chriſt? Shall tribulation or diſtreſi, or 


perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, 


or ſword; nay, in all theſe things we are more 
than conquerors through him that has loved 
us; for, adds the Apoſtle *, I am perſuaded, 
that neither death nor life ſhall be able 
to feparate us from the love of God which ig in 
Cbriſt Fejus our Lord. The bodies as well 
as the fouls of the ſaints are united to Chriſt, 
and remain in vnion to him, even when 
they are afleep' or dead; for though death 
diſſolves the union between foul and body, 
it does not diſſolve the union between the 
body and Chrift ; our bodies are the mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and continue to be ſo in the 
grave, as elſewhere; hence whilſt there, they 
are at reſt, and in the greateſt ſafety, being 
under the inſpection, care, and guardian- 
ſhip of Chriſt ; to whom Jehovah, the Fa- 
ther, has declared it as his will, that of all 
which he hath given him he ſhould loſe no- 
thing, no not any of their duſt, but ſhould 


raiſe it up again at the laſt day; and by vir- 


tue of this union will the pious dead be rai- 
ſed. Chriſt is tbe firſt fruits of them, 
which repreſents, fan&tifies, and enſures the 
whole lump: Becauſe he lives, who was dead, 
they who are dead and fleep in him hall 
live alſo. This is what the Apoſtle ſtrongly 
argues in the words of our text, 1f we be- 


8 Rom. Vill, 35» 37» 38, 39. 
lieve 
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16 A SERM ON occaſioned by the 


lieve that TFeſus died, and roſe again, then 


we ſhould believe alſo, that them that fleep 
in Feſus, God will bring with him ; for if the 


head is riſen, the members ſhall be raiſed 


alſo, Bur ler us proceed, 


II. To conſider the knowledge that living 
ſaints may have, and the notice that they 
ſhould cake, of the ſtate and condition of 
them that are aſleep in Jeſus. I would not 
have you to be ignorant concerning them that 
are aſleep. And, | 

1. We may be aſſured that they are, 
that they are in being, that they do exiſt; 
for, though they are gone from us, they are 
ſomewhere elſe. We are not to conſider 
them as non-enrities, as annihilated, as re- 
duced to nothing, becauſe they are departed 
from us. It is ſaid indeed of Rachel“, that 


ſhe was weeping for her children, and refuſed 


to be comforted for ber children, becauſe they 
were not; that is, they were not with her, 
they were not on earth, in the land of the 
living; but then it follows not, that they 
were not any where elſe. It is obſerved 
of Enoch, that he was nat ; that is, he was 
not on earth, converſing among men as be- 
fore; he was in heaven with God, for God 


too him. Thus, though the places of our 


dear friends and relations, who die in the 


y Jer. xxx. 15. 
OY Lord, 


. rie = 
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15 Lord, know them no more; though their 


families and acquaintance know them no 


more after the fleſh, yet they are (till in be- 


Jing ; their ſouls are immortal and never die, 
land as ſoon as their bodies die, their ſouls 


return to God that gave them: As ſoon as 
ſtheſe are ſeparated from their bodies, as 


Aſwift as angels can bear them away, they 


f Jare carried by them into Abraham's boſom ; 


they are lodged in the embraces of Chritt, 
Jand continue with him in the heavenly pa 


radiſe, till the laſt trumpet ſounds, and the 
dead ariſe, Nor are their bodies, which are 
laid in the grave, crumbled into nothing; 


they return indeed to the duſt, but there's a 


wide difference between returning to the 


duſt, and being reduced to nothing. Theſe 
) earthly tabernacles indeed are unpinned and 
taken down, and their ſeveral parts ſepa- 


1 rated from each other; but then they are 
not utterly deſtroyed; and they will be put 
together again in a better frame and order 
than ever they were before; and ſo become 
fit and everlaſting babitations far their ſouls 
to dwell in. The bodies of the ſaints are 


the purchaſe of Chriſt's blood, are members 
of his body, and the temples of the Holy 
SGhoſt, and therefore can never be n 


to nothing. Chriſt won't loſe his purchaſe, 


nor any part of his fulneſs; nor will the 
Spirit of God loſe his dwelling place. 
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2. We ſhould conſider, and bear in mind, 
not only that they are, but that they are 
aſleep, yea, aſleep in Feſus, and ſo at reſt and 
in ſafety. Such a view of the ſtate of the Þ 
dead ſerves to render death very eaſy and fa- Þ 
miliar to us, and to take off the horror, Þ 
and thoſe frightful apprehenſions which are 
often entertained concerning it; for che 
death of a believer is bur like a man's lying 


down on his bed at evening, where he takes 


a comfortable nap till the morning light, 
when he riſes refreſhed and fatisfied. In] 
this light 7e6 repreſents it to himſelf and 

others“, Man, ſays he, lieth down, and ri- 


ſeth not till the beavens be no more; which 


general caſe of man he particularly applies to 

himſelf, and explains what he means by ſuch 
expreſſions, ſaying, Fa man die ſhall be live 
again? Yes, he ſhall live again ; wherefore, 


| ſays he, All the days of my appointed time, 


that is, in the grave, will I wait, with pa- 
tience, until my change comes, at the time of 
the glorious reſurrection; when thou ſhalt 
call, as one man may call up another in the 
morning to riſe out of his bed, and attend 


his buſineſs, and T will anſwer thee; I ſhall 


awake at thy call; I ſhall riſe at thy word 
of command, when I ſhall hear thee ſay, 
Ariſe, ye dead, and come to judgment; for 


thou wilt have a defire to the work of thine 


| z Job xiv. 12, M 15. 
# 


bands, 
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hands, to ſee it raiſed and reſtored to a 
more glorious form than it now exiſts in; 
Hence he could fay * f corruption, thou art 
my father, to the worm, thou art my mother 
and my fifter ; and where is now my hope ? 
As for my bope, who ſhall ſee it? They ſhall 
go down to the bars of the pit, when our reſt 
together is in the duſt, This conſideration 
of the ſtate of the dead, as of perſons aſleep, 
and at reſt, ſerves alſo to moderate our grief, 
and ſorrow, for the loſs of any of our 
friends. Very pertinently may thoſe words 
be applied to our preſent caſe, which our 
Lord ſpoke to the parents of the maid he 
raiſed from the dead, and others with them *; 
by make ye this ado and weep? Tux 
DAMSEL IS NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPFE TH. 
What maſter of a family can be unealy at 
finding his family, his wife, his children, 
his ſervants, in a ſound faſt fleep at mid- 
night? May he not expect they'll ciſe in 
the morning well and healthful, and ready 
to go about any ſervice that may be proper 
for them. Sound ſleep ſuppoſes healthful- 
neſs; and in caſe of illneſs and indiſpoſition 
it promiſes a deliverance irom it; as the 
diſciples obſerved concerning Lazarus, 
when Chriſt ſaid, Our friend Lazarus f{cep- 


eth, Lord, ſay they, if he fleep be ſpall ds 


Chap. xvii. 14, 15, 16, 
d Mark v. 39. f | 
c John xi. 12. P 
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well. The ſaints who are fallen aſleep muſt 
needs do well; they can't do otherwiſe than 
well, who not only ſleep, but fleep in Jeſus. 
Should it be aſked, How ſhall we know 
that our friends died in Chriſt, or ſleep in 
Jeſus? Ir may be replied, Did they live in 
Chriſt? Did they live to him? If fo, they 
died in him, and died to him; for none of 
us, that is, of the ſaints, /zvetb to bimelf, 
and no man, of that ſort, dieth to bimſelf ; 


for whether we live, we live unto the Lord; 


and whether we die, wwe die unto the Lord. 
So that from hence ic may be ſtrongly con- 
cluded, that, Whetber we live or die we are 
the Lord's*. Since therefore our life, and 
that of our friends, is bid with Chriſt in 
God; though we ſhall die, and they are fal- 
len aſleep in Jeſus, yet when Chriſt who ts 
our, and their /ife, ſhall appear, we and 
they ſhall appear with bim in glory e. 

3. It may be known, and ſhould be con- 
ſidered, that the pious dead, tho' they are at 
preſent aſicep, they'll not fleep always, they'll 
awake again, they'll rife from the dead. No- 
thing is more certain, than that chere will be 
a reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt and 
unjuft ; and as for the dead in Chriſt they'll 
riſe firſt; they'll have the ſtart of the wick- 
ed dead by the ſpace of a thouſand years. | 


Rom. xiv. 7, 8. 
© Col. 1. 3, 4. 


The 


dieatb hath no power ; but t 
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The reſurrection day is the day of the Lord; 
and vine day with the Lord it as a thouſand 


years, and a thouſand years as one day. The 
ſaints will riſe at the beginning of this day, 
in the morning of it, as ſoon as ever the. 
ſun of righteouſneſs is riſen, or Chriſt is 


come; but the reſt of the dead, the wicked 


dead, ſhall net live again until the thouſand 


years are finiſhed ; they'll not riſe till the 


evening of this day, towards the expiration 


of it; {ike ſheep they are laid in the grave, 
death ſhall feed on them, and retain them 
under his power all this lang day; and the 
upright, the righteous ones, who are found 
in Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, all have 
the dominion over them in the morning. 


Happy then are they that are the Lord's, 


that die in him, they'll ſhare all the glories 
and advantages of the reſurrection to eter- 
nal life: Bleſſed and holy is be that hath part 
in the firft reſurrection, on ſuch the ſecond 
ſhall be preijts 
to God, and of Chri/t, and fhall reigu with 
him a thouſand years. The doctrine of the 
re ſurtection of the dead, as it ſerves to ſup- 
port the people of God under preſent affli- 
ctions, and when in the view of death and 


eternity; as it did Jeb, who could ſay, 


f 2 Pet. iii. 8. 

5 Rev. xx. 5, fl. 
n Pal. xlix. 14. 
Job xix. 26, 27. 
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Though after my kin worms deſtroy this body, 
yet — my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, whom J Poll 
ſee for my ſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and 
not another, though my reins be conſumed 
within me; ſo it tends to aſſwage that grief 
and trouble which attend the removal of our 
friends from us; and for that reaſon ſhould 
be obſerved and conſidered by us. 

4. We may aſſure our Alves chat the 
ſaints, while their bodies are ſleeping in Je- 
ſus, and before they awake in the reſurre- 
ion morn, in the mean while, during 
this interval, their ſouls are in a ſtate of 
happineſs: They are mixed with the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect; they are attended 
with, and ſurrounded by an innumerable 
company of angels; they ate in the preſence 
of, and enjoy uninterrupted communion 
with God, Father, Son, and Spirit; in 
whole: preſence i is fulneſs of j joy, and at whoſe 
right baud are pleaſures for evermore : They 
are blefled weith che viſion of God, are em- 
ployed in ſinging the hallelujahs of the 
lamb, enjoy the ſociety of glorified ſpirits, 
and are in perfect peace and reſt. If it 
ſhould be ſaid, How ſhall we know that 
chis is the caſe of our departed friends ? 
Could we be ſatisfied of this, we ſhould fic 
eaſy under the loſs of them; let this ſingle 
queſtion be put, Is there any reaſon to be- 
lieve, the grace of God was beſtowed upon 
them? If this is a clear poing, the other is 

out 


Deatb of Elizabeth Gill. 23 
out of all doubt; for nothing is more cer- 
tain than this, that co whom God gives 


grace he alſo gives gloty. - We may be aſſu- 
red of the happineſs of our friends in the 


other world, from their having taſted that 


the Lord was gracious . to them in this. 
Vocation, juſtification and glorification, are 
inſeparably connected together; whom he 
called, them he alſo juſtified, and whom be ju- 
ſtified, them he alſo ade 

5. Add to all theſe conſiderations one 
more, that in a little time we ſhall meet to- 
gether again and never part. Our friends 


are gone but a little before us; we are ha- 


ſtening after them as faſt as the wings of 


time can carry us. The conduct of David 


is worthy of our imitation ; While the child 
was yet alive, ſays he', I faſted and wept, 
for I ſaid, who can tell, whether God will be 
gractous to me, that the child may live? But 
now be 1s dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt ? Can 
I bring bim back again? I ſhall go to him, 
but he ſhall not return to me. Or ould the 
coming of the Lord prevent our going to 
them, for, who knows how ſoon he may 
come? He'll bring all his ſaints with him, 
and we ſhall have a glorious meeting with 
them. Then we which are alive, and re- 


* Rom. viii. 30. 
* 2 Sam. xii. 22, 23. 
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main, ſhall be caught up together with them 
inthe cloud, th meet the Lord in the Air, 
and # ball wwe ever be together with the 
Lord ; wherefore we ſhould comfort one ano- 
ther with theſe words, And ſeeing we can- 
not he wholly ignorant concerning them 
that are aſleep; yea, we may aſſure our 
ſelves of their happy ſtate and condition 
let us dry up our tears, and ceaſe ſorrow- 


ing, eſpecially in any immodetate way, and 
what is unbecoming our Chriſtian character. 


Which brings me, 


III. To enquire into the nature, rule, and 
meaſure, of that ſorrow, which is to be ex- 
preſſed on the account of the deceaſe of our 
friends and relatives; That ye ſorrow not, 
fays the Apoſtle, even os others which have 
no hope. All forrow tor them is not denied 


and condemned; only ſuch as was uſed by 


others, d Aunn, the reſt, who were no 
Chriſtians, but unconverted Gentrties, The 
Apaſtle's view is not to encourage and eſta- 
bliſh a ſtoical apathy, a ſtupid indolence, 


and brutal inſenſibility; all which are contra- 


ry to the make of human nature, and to 
the practice of the ſaints, and even of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. Abrabam came to mourn 
for Sarah, and to weep for her; 7% ph 
made a mourning for his father ſeven days; 
the children of J/rael wept for Moſes in the 

- plains 
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plains of Moab thirty days; David lament- 
ed the death of Saul, Jonathan, and Abner ; 
Chriſt wept over the grave of Lazarus; 
devout men that carried Stephen to his bu- 
rial made great lamentation over him; and 
our Apoſtle, who gives the inſtructions in 
our text, ſignifies concerning his friend 
Epaphroditus, who was fick nigh unto death; 


that if the Lord had not had mercy on him 


he ſhould have had forrow upon ſortow: 
Bur exceſſive, immoderate ſorrow, and all 
the extravagant forms of it, the Gentiles 
ran into, are here forbidden. The Jeus 
were not allowed to mourn for their dead 
after the manner of the Heathens; it was a 
ſtanding law in 1/rael, Ye mall not cut your 
ſelves, nor _make any baldneſs between your 
eyes for the dead *; practices, it ſeems, which 
were uſed among the nations of the world : 
Though theſe people, as they were always 
prone to imitate the Gentiles, ſo they did in 
-their forms of mourning for the dead; for 
as the Romans had their Praeficae, and the 
Grecians their n2ewicea, fo they had their 
wap mourning women; fee Fer. ix. 17. 
who by their diſhevelled hair, naked breaſts, 
and mournful voice, moved upon the affe— 
&ions, produced tears from others, and ſer 


them mourning and ſorrowing: Such me- 


m Deut. Xiy. 1 
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thods as theſe the Apoſtle would not have 
Chriſtians give into, and eſpecially ſuch as 
carried in them rather marks of diſtraction 
than of affection; ſuch as covering them- 
ſelves with mud, dirt, and filth, tearing of 
their mouths and cheeks, ſmiting their 
beads, breaſts, and thighs; which kinds of 
mourning were condemned by the wiſer 
ſort of the Heathens themſelves, particu- 
larly by Cicero“, who pronounces_ them 
deteſtable; of this ſort was the mourning 


of Alexander for his friend Hepheſtion, 


who, when he died, caſt his armour, 


gold, filver, and precious garments, into 


the fire with him; ſhaved his ſoldiers, and 
pulled down the tower and walls of the 
city of Ecbatana, where he was; upon 


which the Heathen hiſtorian himſelf ob- 
ſerves *, that he eie SD pxus, mourn- 
ed in a barbarous way, or after the man- 
ner of the Barbarians, the more ſavage 
and uncultivated nations of the world ; bur 
theſe were the extravagancies, and furious 
tranſports of men that had no hope; when 
their friends died, they looked upon them, as 
entirely Joſt, as no longer in being; they had 


x Ex hac opinione ſunt illa varia et deteſtabilia genera 
lugendi, paedores, muliebres laceratianes genarum, pectoris, 


foeminum, capitis percuſſiones, Ciceron. Tuſculan. Quaeſt. I. 3. 


p. mihi, 1845. 
. lian, Var. Hiſt. I. 7. e. 8. 


no 
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no expectation of ſeeing, meeting, and enjoy- 


e : 
is ing them any more, and this drove them f 
* into thoſe madneſſes and exceſſes. I hey | 
* had no notion of the doctrine of the re- f 
)f ſurrection of the dead; they were with- [ol 
be out hope of that; they looked upon it as | 
f a ridiculous principle, and judged it incre- 

r dible, and ſo deſpaired of ever ſeeing their 

* friends alive again: But we, who believe | 
m the doctrine of the reſurrection of the dead, | 
5 ſhould not ſorrow as they did, and mourn . 
5 over our friends as though they were loſt, 25 | 
* and never to be enjoyed more; this is to- | 
0 act contrary to our character as Chriſtians, 


d to the doctrine of Chriſtianity, to the G- 
ſpel of Chriſt, in which /ife and immorta- 


— 5 "I 2 23 - 


in lity are brought to light, and ſet in the | 
A cleareſt view before us. Even Seneca the | 
"4 Heathen may ſhame us out of fuch a con- j 
* duct as this; who having ſome little no- | 
_ tion of the immortality of the ſoul, and 1 
ho its future exiſtence in a ſeparate ſtare, 7 
0 though none of the reſurrection of the | ! 
a body, in a conſolatory letter to Lucilius on x ! 
aj the account of the death of his friend G 


2 Flaccus, thus expreſſes himſelf”; * The | 
thought of deceaſed friends is ſweet and | 
* pleaſant ro me; for I have enjoyed them as 


3. P Mihi amicorum defunctorum cogitatio dulcis ac blanda 
eſt; habui enim illos 'tanquam amiſflurus, amiſi tamquam ha 
bean. Senec. Ep. 63. 
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one that was about to loſe them; and I 
have loſt them as one that may have them 
again.” Had this man known and embra- 
ced the Chriſtian doctrine of the, reſurre- 
ction, how would he have improved it to 
the conſolation. of himſelf and friends on 
ſuch an occaſion, as ours? Let us not ſor- 
row then as. ſuch who are without any 
knowledge of this. dorine, and hope of 
this blefing, This I cake to be the ſenſe 
of the Apoſtle, who is not to be, under- 
ſtood of other Chriſtians who. had no 
hope of the ſpiritual and eternal welfare 
| of their deceaſed friends; not but that 
| the ſorrow of thoſe who have a good hope 
. of the future well-being of their dear re- 
lations, muſt, and ought. to be greatly dif- 
ferent from that of others who have no 
hope at all. But the Apoſtle is ſpeaking 
of other Gentiles, who were without Chrijt, 
1 being aliens from the commanwealth of Iſrael, 
| I and ſtrangers from the covenants of promiſe, 
= | : having no hope, and without God in the 

i 8 world *. I go on, Wes 


0 1 IV. To obſerve, the comfortable aſſu- 
| 38h | rance that believers may, and ſhould have, 
18 that the ſouls of their pious friends will 
| be brought along with Chriſt; and that 


«EP. 11. Tx. 
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their bodies will be raiſed from the dead 
at bis ſecond coming; in which they may 
be confirmed by his death and reſurrecti- 
on. from the dead. We may hope, and 
ſhould believe, that them that fleep in 
TFeſus, God will bring with bim; that is, 
either Jehovah the Father will bring chem 
with his Son, or Jehovah the Son will 
bring them. with himſelf; for the Lord our 
God ſball come, and all the ſaints with 
bim. When Chriſt ſhall move from the 
third heaven, where he now is in his glori- 
fied body, all the bleſſed ſpirits of men 
made perfect ſhall attend him; when he 
ſhall deſcend into the region of the air, 
with the voice of the arch- angel, and 
with the trump of God, the dead bodies 
of the ſaints that ſleep in him ſhall awake 
and riſe out of their duſty beds, and be 
IE with their ſouls; when they 

oceed with Chriſt, at the cloſe of 
_ ned , to the judgment of the world: 
For not only the twelve Apoſtles ſhall be 
ſeated on twelve thrones, to judge the 
twelve tribes of 1/rae/; and all the holy 
martyrs ſhall have thrones ſet for them, 
and judgment ſhall be given them; but 
even all the ſaints ſhall be ſome way or 
other concerned in that awful work: Do 


Zech. xiv. 5. 
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ye not know that the ſaints ball judge the 
world*? And when Chriſt has preſented 
all his elect ones to himſelf as a glorious 
church, without ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing, and has taken à full view. of 
them, he'll take chem up wich him in- 
to the third heaven; he'll introduce them 
into his father's houſe, and fix them eter- 
nally in thoſe manſions which he has pre- 


| pared for them; when he'll ſee and en- 


joy with ſatisfaction, the whole fruit of 
his labour, blood, and purchaſe, and have 
all his prayers and interceſſions effectually 
anſwered; which have been made in ſuch 
form as this, Father, I will, that they al. 
ſo com thou baſt given me, be with me, 
where I am, that they may behold my glo- 

t Now of all this the death and reſur- 
rection of Chriſt are a pledge and confir- 
mation; for if we believe that Cbriſt died 
and roſe again, which are things beyond 
all doubt and queſtion ; theſe are che prin- 
cipal articles of the Chriſtian faith, that 
Chriſt was delivered for our offences, and 
was raiſed again for our juſtification ; 
then we ought to believe, that Chriſt will 
bring the ſaints with him, for whom he 
died, and raiſe up their dead bodies to 


1 Cor. vi. 2. 
John xvii. 23. 
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everlaſting life. He himſelf is riſen from 
the dead, and has the keys of hell and 
death ; he can and will unlock the graves 
of his people, and ſet them free; he is 
the reſurrection and the life; he is both 
the efficient and meritorious cauſe of the 
reſurrection of the juſt: He is the firſt- 
born from the dead, and the firſt-fruits 
of them that ſleep in him. His reſurre- 
ction is a pledge and earneſt of the ſaints 
reſurrection. As ſure as his dead body is 
raiſed, ſo ſure ſhall theirs be raiſed alſo, 
and be faſhioned like unto his glorious bo- 
dy, according to the working, whereby be 1s 
able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf *. Since 

therefore, from Chriſt's reſurrection, we 
may ſtrongly conclude the reſurrection of 
the ſaints; then we ought not to ſorrow 
as thoſe who are without hope of it, 
and may firmly believe, that thoſe of 
our dear friends, of whom we have good 
hope through grace, that they have had 
an experience of the grace of God, thar 
theſe ſleep in Jeſus, and ſhall be 
brought with him, and ſhall come forth 
to the reſurrection of life. And, bleſſed 
be God, this is the caſe before us, which 
has been the occaſion of this diſcourſe ; 
we have not only hope, but faith, even 


u Phil. iii. 21, 


full 
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full aſſurance of faith, as to the truth of 
the work of grace upon the ſoul of our 
dear child. My affections will not per- 
mit me to give you an account of the 
ground and reaſon of this hope, this 
faith, this confidence; perbaps I may 
communicate it to you in another way. 
I find I muit break off at once. Con- 
ſider what has been ſaid, and the Lord 
give us underſtanding. | 
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ELIZABETH GILL, 
| WHO. 


Departed this Life May zo. 1738. 
having entred the thirteenth Year 
of her Age. 


Lizabeth Gill, daughter of John and 
E Elizabeth Gill, was born March 14". 
1725-6. She appeared from her infan- 

cy to be a child of a ſweet diſpoſition; of 
great ſolidity and thoughtfulneſs; of a quick 
underſtanding, and retentive memory, She 
was much reſerved, and greatly delighted 
in retirement and ſolitude ; was not add ict- 
ed to play as children uſually are, and if at 
E any 
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any time ſhe amuſed her ſelf with the inno- 
cent diverſions of her age, it was not in 
company with the rude and vain, but with 


the more ſober and ciyilized fort of chil- 
dren, | 


As ſhe grew up ſhe took much delight in 
reading good books; ſuch as, Bunyan's Pil- 
grims Progreſs, Janeway's Token for Chil- 
dren, and others of the like kind; and would 
obſerve the difference there was between 
ſome children and others; how, that ſome 
as ſoon as they began to ſpeak, and before 
they could ſpeak plain, learned bad words, 
and took the name of God in vain ; when 
others were religiouſly inclined, and thought- 
ful abour a future ſtate; of which number ſhe 
earneſtly deſired to be. She took great notice 
in hearing the word, and would afterwards 
repeat many things to her mother. She was 
a diligent obſerver of what paſs'd in Chriſti- 
an converſation ; and among other things re- 
marked, that the converſion of the people 
of God was ſometimes occaſioned by dreams, 
which put them on cloſe thinking about the 
welfare of their immortal ſauls. This ade 
her greatly deſire, that the like might be 
the means of ber converſion: Accordingly, 
ſome time after ſhe dreamed, and in her 
dream had a view both of heaven and hell; 
the ſmoke of the latter came out in a moſt 
dreadtul manner, and greatly terrified her; 

when 
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when ſhe ſpied, as ſhe thought, her ſchool- 
miſtreſs, a gracious good woman, in hea- 
ven, having ſome reviving drops in her bo- 
ſom; thither ſhe wanted to get, and at 
length did get to her; where ſhe thought 
her ſelf in a moſt glorious place, and 
happy condition. Some time after ſhe 
dreamed again, that a man on horſeback 
appeared to her in a moſt terrible man- 
ner, threatening to kill her; at which ſhe 
thought ſhe was not at all daunted, but 
quietly and chearfully ſubmitted to the 
ſtroke of death; when, on a ſudden, ſhe 
found her ſelf in a moſt delightful place, 
where were abundance of people walking 
to and fro; but ſhe obſerved that they 
took no notice of one another, nor ſaid any 
thing to each other. When ſhe awaked, ſhe 
wiſhed her ſelf again in that pleaſant place. 
This was about two years ago. Now, 
though ſhe had had many thoughts before 
ahout a future ſtare, after this ſhe began to 
tink more cloſely of it. This put her up- 
on ſeeking and praying to God, that he 
would, as ſhe expreſſed her ſelf, give her 
Sate; to which ſhe was encouraged by 
thoſe words, A and it ſhall be given you, 
Jeek and ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be 
opened to you. | 1 


2 Matt. vii. 7. 


E 3 e 
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It pleaſed God now to ſhow her her vile- 
nels, ſinfulneſs, and unworthineſs, the wick- 
. edneſs of her heart and nature; for not- 
withſtanding all her ſolidity and ſobriety; 
which ſeemed to be as it were natural to 
her, ſhe thought her ſelf one of the wicked- 
eft creatures upon earth. When ſhe heard 
that her ſchool-miſtreſs before- mentioned 
ſhould ſay of her, Surely that child was ſan— 
ified from the womb; ſhe thought within 
her ſelf, Am I? Ob! ſbe does not know how 
bad Jam; what a wicked heart I have. 


A remarkable inſtance of her ſenſe of ſin, 
and the tenderneſs of her conſcience, as well 
as of God's ſealing his pardoning grace to 
her ſoul, is what follows; at a certain time 
her brother ſtanding in her way, ſhe bid 

him remove; inſtead of doing which, he 
ſmiled ar her, and gave her no an[wer ; up- 
on that ſhe ſays to him, The boy flands /ihe 
a fool, But, oh! What work did that word 
Fool make in her poor conſcience : She had 
no reſt night nor day, for ſome time after; 
until it pleaſed God to apply to her, whilſt 
ſhe was crying alone by her ſelf, thoſe 
words, I will pardon thine iniquity, and 
will remember thy fins no more*; which 


calmed her conſcience, and quieted her 


„ Jer. I. 36- 


Her 
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Her defires after Chriſt, and an intereſt i ĩ S 
him, grew very ſtrong ; the, found in her 
ſoul a very great affection for him g ſhe 
would ſometimes ſay within her ſelf, I. love 
him ; methinks, I could hug him in my arms. She 
thought it was a hard thing to come to Chriſt. 
But ſhe ſometimes hoped ſhe had an intereſt 
in him, though ſhe durſt not ſay ſhe had, for 
fears attended her. But on her death-bed, 
diſcourſing with her father about divine 
things, ſhe dropp'd thoſe appropriating 
words, Chrift died for me; which being, ob- 
ſerved by him, he ſaid to her, My dear, can 
you ſay, Chrift died for you ? Yes, ſaid ſhe, 
Chriſt died for me. Nay, one time ſhe aid, 
ſhe thought, ſhe even ſaw Chriſt; when 
thoſe words were made of wonderful uſe to 
her, For yet a little while, and be that ſhall 


come, will come, and will not tarry * 


She had many ſweet words of Scripture 
brought home to her ſoul, which yielded 
her much {ſpiritual refreſhmeat. Among 
the reſt, that portion of Scripture, I will 
flrengthon thee ; yea, Iwill help thee ; yea, I 


will uphold thee with the right hand of my 


« righteouſne/:", was made very uſeful to her 
in a time of great diſtreſs; for being in 


5 Heb. * 7. 
4 Ifa. xli. 10. 


great 
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great indiſpoſition of body, and knowing 
what was coming upon her, and what ſhe 
muſt go through, was much diſcouraged; 
but thoſe words being ſet home upon her 
heart, ſhe was much encouraged, chearfully 
went through what ſhe ſo much feared, and 
felt but little pain. 


Sometimes ſhe would be afraid, that the 
Mages of Scriptures which came to her 
ind did not come in a right way, and from 
the Spirit of God ; but were what ſhe had 
heard or read, and ſo thought of them 
again. She would liſten with great atten- 
tion and pleaſure to the people of God, 
when diſcourſing about their experience of 
the grace of God; and would oftentimes 
obſerve to her felf, that her caſe and theirs 
were alike, and that ſhe felt and experien- 
ced the ſame things as they did ; which 
gave her great ſatisfaction, 


She had a great deſire after, and a won- 
derful eſteem of the grace of humility, both 
in things temporal and ſpiritual. She ad- 
mired it in others, and wiſhed for it in her 
ſelf. She defired not ro have a proud look, 
or carriage, or to behave her ſelf proudly, 
in any reſpect. She thought within her ſelf, 
that ſhould ſhe live to be a woman, and 
God ſhould bleſs her with any thing of this 
world, the ſhould chuſe to go near and 

clean, 
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clean, but would not ſpend her money in 
fine cloaths; but what ſhe could ſpare 
would give to good people that were poor. 
And as to things ſpiritual ſhe was always 
fearful, leſt any pride or vanity ſhould ap- 
pear in her : Hence ſhe was ſhy of ſpeaking 
of what God had done for her, leſt ic ſhould 
ſeem, or be thought to ariſe from pride, 
and ſo be a matter of boaſting. Hence ſhe 
ſtudiouſly affected to retire into corners, 
to read good books, and to deſire of God to 
give her his grace. Frequently her bed, 
and time of fleep and reſt, were the place 
and time of her ſerious and deepeſt medita- 
tions; for then, to uſe her own words, ſhe 
could privately ſpeak to ber ſelf, And God 
did clothe her with humility, and gave her 
the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which is in his fight of great price: And to 
the laſt ſhe entertained a mean and low 
opinion of her ſelf. When it was told her, 
that ſuch an one had prayed for her, and 
ſuch an one had prayed for her, ſhe would 
lay, What, think of me! What, pray for 
me Such an unworthy creature as I am! 


She expreſſed a very great veneration and 
reſpect for the hearing of the word, and 
other ordinances of the Goſpel. When at 
any time under hearing the word, ſhe found 
her heart wandring after, and her thoughts 
civerted to other things, as ſhe ſometimes 


did, 
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did, whereby ſhe loſt much of what was 
ſpoken, it was a grief and trouble to her. 
And ſince her illneſs, how has ſhe longed 
to enjoy opportunities of hearing the Goſpel 
preached, which ſhe hoped to do with more 
attention and profit. Her father repeating in 
the family one Lord's day evening the heads 
of a ſermon he had preached that day on 
Prov. viii. 34. Bleſſed is the man that bear- 
eth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting 
at the poſts of my door, it was made of much 
uſe to her. Two things ſhe particularly ob- 
ſerved ; the one was, the neceſſity and uſe- 
fulneſs of hearing the word, in order to the 
knowledge of Chriſt, and faith in him, 
which was proved from Rom. x. 14. How 
Hall they believe in bim, of whom they have 
not heard? And the other was, the encou- 
ragement given to poor ſouls to wait upon 
the miniſtry of the word, taken from the 
inftance of the poor man's waiting at the 
pool of ' Bethe/da, who had an infirmity 
thirty eight years, and at laſt had a cure. 


At a certain time ſhe and her brother 
having ſeen the ordinance of baptiſm ad- 
miniſter'd by their father, they talked to- 
gether about it; her brother ſaid, he ſhould 
not care to be baptized; he ſhould be afraid. 
But, thought ſhe, within her ſelf, if things 
were but right with me; if 1 had but a rue 
knowledge of things I ſhould not be m_ 
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I ſhould gladly be baptized. And ſometimes 
ſhe would think with her ſelf, what a de- 
lightful thing it would be, ſhould ſhe go to 
the Lord's ſupper, and partake of it, with 
the ſaints and people of God. When ſhe 
related this to her father on her death-bed, 
he being ſomewhat fearful, leſt ſhe ſhould 
then labour under any diſcouragements, be- 
cauſe ſhe had not been baptized, nor had 
partook of the Lord's ſupper, told her, That 
though theſe are ordinances of Chriſt, and 
ought to be complied with, and ſubmitted 
to by all that believe in Chriſt, who are 
proper ſubjects of them, and are ſatisfied of 
their right to them, as they have health 
and opportunity, yet ſalvation does not de- 
pend upon them; perſons may be ſaved 
without them, through the grace of Chriit, 
who have not an opportunity of ſubmitting 
ro them; to which ſhe aſſented, and ſeem- 
ed very well ſatisfied, 


She was greatly affected with the good- 
neſs, grace, and mercy of God, in taking 
ſuch notice of, and giving his Son for ſuch 
a ſinful, unworthy creature, as ſhe thought 
her ſelf to be. She expreſſed much thank- 
fulneſs for temporal mercies, and took great 
notice of the common mercies of life. 
When ſhe roſe in a morning ſhe would 
think with her ſelf, what a mercy it was, 
that ſhe had been refreſhed with reſt, and 

of pre- 
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preſerved in the night ſeaſon from fire and 
other dangers. 


Her afflictions, pains and agonies, which 
were many and great, were bore by her, in 
her illneſs, with much patience; though ſhe 
would ſometimes complain, ſhe had nor, 
and was fearful ſhe ſhould nor have patience 
enough. Sometimes ſhe would think of the 
holy martyrs, and of their ſufferings. Ob! 
fays ſhe, What did they ſuffer ! How were 
they burnt for Chriſt? With what patience 
did they endure? Ob] That I had but pa- 
tience to bear what God is pleaſed to lay up- 
on me. | 


Death was no king of terrors to her; the 
did not ſeem to have the leaſt fear of it, 
nor in any reſpect, or on any account to be 
intimidated by it. She often expreſſed her 
willingneſs to die, and her readineſs to ſub- 
mit to the will of God; and would obſerve, 
that God ſometimes makes perſons willing 
to die before they do, Which was her caſe; 
nor could ſhe ſee, ſhe ſaid, any thing in 
this world that was deſireable, for which 
ſhe might wiſh to live. And if at any time 
the ſignified any deſire of living, ſhe added, 
it was only for her mother's /ake, who ſhe 
knew would be greatly troubled at her 
death. Yea, ſhe longed to be gone, and 
would often pour out her ſoul, in private 

: ejacu- 
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cjaculations, to her dear Lord, with whom 
ſhe deſited to be. Her ſiſter once obſerving 
her lips to move, as they often would when 
no voice was heard, ſaid to her, My dear, 
did you ſay any thing ? No, ſays the, I was not 
ſpeaking to you, nor to any body elſe; I was 
ſpeaking to my dear Lord. In this frame ſhe 
continued to the laſt, as long as ſhe was ſen- 
ſible, and on Tueſday, May zo, ſweetly 
fell aſleep in Jeſus, aged twelve years, two 
months, and fixteen days, The dream ſhe 
had of the man on horſeback, was a lively 
emblem of her death, and the manner of ir. 
Death ſeems to be repreſented by him, at 
whoſe awful ſtroke ſhe was not in the leaſt 
diſmayed, but quietly ſubmitted to it; and 
no doubt finds her ſelf in that delightful 
place ſhe thought her ſelf to be in then, 
where God has given her places to walk 
among thoſe that ſtand by*. 


Theſe things, with many others which 
cannot be perfectly re- collected, were rela- 
ted by her, on her death-bed, to her father 
and mother, with whom only ſhe had free- 
dom of ſpeech abour ſpiritual chings. 


One thing is very remarkable, That while 
ſhe was diſcourſing about theſe matters, as 
ſhe ſometimes would an hour, or an hour 


* Zech. ui. 7. 
and 
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and a half together, ſhe was quite another 
perſon; her ſpirits would revive; a briſkneſs 
appeared in her countenance ; ſhe ſeemed to 
have no pain; nor was the leaſt groan or 
complaint, heard from her all the while; nor 
any appearance of even wearineſs through- 
out the whole interval; and would for ſome 
time after continue better, and more chear- 
ful, though before her agonies were very 
great: And ſhe would alſo obſerve, that 
when ſhe had pleaſant thoughts, as ſhe cal- 
led them, ſhe felt'no pain, 
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